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1 of the Proceſs with relation to 1 
V. Ebenezer Erskine's Synozical Sermon. wi 
4 it was managed both before the Synod 
and laſt Afſembly, having been Tarely publiſe s. 
Aﬀair : Only it is ft, for carrying on the Thread 
of the Story, the" Reader ſnould know, Thar the + = 
Agembly May 1733 having ſten fit, by mer . 
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Church-Authority, o lay tbe four proteſting Bre. 

thren joiuily under a Sentence of Suſpenſion, witz: 
I our allowing them to open a Mou h at the Barf 
3 Aembih, either before or after Sentence; which  ' 
e | Senrence rhe Commiſion in Auguſt ade impowered . 
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and appointed to execute, unleſs the Brethren pro- 
feſt their Sorrow; and retracted their Proteſt: The 
ſentencei Brethren jutged it proper, ſor their ne- 
cefſary Defence and Exoneration, to prepare ibeir 
written Defences, atcording to their different Si- 
ruations before the Aſſembly, as Appellants fromm, p 
or Protſtets again the Sentence of the H = 
Don their Appearance at the Bar, the Come 
miſſion entred upon a Reſolve to receive on read no | Ml 
Papers that might beoffered by the Proreſting Bre. 
thren, but that they ſporild be obliged'to grve i; 
their Anſwers viva voce, and that only One at a 
ace ſnontd be allowed to be preſent. The Protex? | 1: YG 
fling Brethren percetving that this Merhod of Org * | Ml 
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IT)öat they were all equally ſoin'a together, and cun- 
WC mnaded under the Aſſembly's condemnutory Sen- 
= tence, they judged it proper to give in Jointly the 
Jollowing Repreſentations at the Bar under Form 
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Au conſidering that the Cauſe was conn 


edrding to their former Reſolution, having orde- 


Proteſt zo remove; Mr. Erskine was interrogate, 
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. tracted his Proteſt ? To which Mr. Etskine an- 
1 feveres, ©© He was indeed ſorry that what he had 
$ * done ſpoujs be jnterprete by any a Contempt of 


Ts 2 
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«* Church, uo ſuch Thing being intended by his 
ee Proteft, but only 4 folemn. Adherence unto the 
Truths of God delivered in his; Synodical Ser- 
ce mon, for the emitting of which he had been re- 
© buk'd and admoniſh'd ſolemnly. at the Afſem- 
7 ply; Bar, as tho" he bud vented ſome notori · 
7 ous Error or Hereſy. And, avi th reſpect to the 
e Oxeſtion now propoſed, Whether he retracted 
0 þys Proreſtation? he and his other three Bre- 
„ tren bad had that Matter under their ſerious 
T Confideration ever ſince the laſt Aſſembly, and 
1's = *#. accordingly had arawn up their deliberate An- 
= & ſwers in Writ, which were now lying upon the 
EF». © Fable, and therefore craved they might be read.” 
NTT Moderator told him, That the Commiſſion had 
|  . reſolved to read none of their Papers, but that 
1 hey ſhould anſwer viva voce to the aboue Queſti. 
BY 2. Mr. Erskine replied, f© That he juaged it the 
2 Privilege of any Man ſifted before a Court, Ci- 
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of Inſtrument. After which the Commiſſion, at» || 
red the three Brethren Aaberents to Mr. Erskine's | 


Whether he was ſorry for proteſting againſt the 
Authority of the laſt Aſſembly, and if be no re- 


«. the Authority. of the fudicatories of this 


vii er Eceleflaſtick te chnſe which of thoWays 


SS. de SUED 
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& cher by Word or Writ ; and that they, being a 
& Body of Men, joined together in the ſame Cauſe, . 
cc had agreed upon their joins written and ſubſcri:. 
© bed Anſwers; and; for his own Part, he did 
c not incline to give 5 this Privilege, and ther. 
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proper for bis own Defence, whe- 


& fore again referred to bis, written Anſwer.” 


tion of his Proreſt, or not? He anſwered, The 


Court was abundantly capable 70 Judge upon their Fe 


Alter about revo Hours were ſpent in . 
Mr. Erskine for an Anſwer viva voce to no Pur- 


Poſe, be was removed; and, after ſome Debate, 


Vote was ſtated, and 4 Queſtion pur, Read Mr. 
'Erskine's Paper, Or refer to a Committee 3 The 


Firſt carried; whereby their firſt Reſolution a- 


greed to, viz. againſt reading any. of the Par 
5, Was over ned; contrary r a ſlates 


Rule, That the Commiſſion cannot. overturn 


any of their own Actiugs till it come before 


the Aſembly: And now { 


done by the Commiſſion. Mr. Erskine being called 


in, he was allowed to reaa bis Paper, which he 


» being deſired to rake it along with 
him, be refuſtd, in regard it was given in mit, 


Table; an 


an Initrument. 


Aſier this, a Committee was appointed to meet 
with the Brethren next Moruing, at the Burrows- - 
Room, where rau or three Hours were ſpent to 
Per [wage them to retract the Proteſt, which the 
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hat the Aﬀembly ze cadet overturn what is 
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Brezhren could by no Means yield to: And, uben 


1his was reported i the Commiſſion, the four Bre: 
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2 * being at the Fa Ak a 55 Maſters wit. 
ſon and Moncrieff, zbe Mogeraztor: asked the»T'wo 
Jaſt mentioned, Tf they agreed: ro the Truth of the 
Report ? They anſwered in the Afirmatiue. Up. 
on which Advantage was taken v0 reſuſe 4 Read- 
ing of their written Anſwer; whiob obliged th 
175 by 10 of both r —.— viva voce. 
a the Cloſe o their e , pro 
ſted againſt any Sentence of Snſpenſion:thas fhouls 
be execute "againſt them, as nul} and void MY 
©... Thas they ſnoul be at Liberty norwithſtandi 
=: any uch Sentence, to ee all Parts. of 
 ' Their Miniſterial "Office ; \ aud ivo Inſtruments 
Fu enon, ig which Mr. Erckine and Ar. Fiſher 
adhered. Tue Brethren being re þ 
miſſion went on #0 judge; and, after ame = warm 
Speeches, hine inde, 4 Fe ore duas ſtated,” aud . the 
| ueſtion pur, Suſpend the four Protelting Bt 
then from all parts of their Miniſterial O e, Or 
delay this Affair O The Firſt carried. The Bre- 
 Thren being called in, this was intimate to them; 
and accordingly the Moderator, not in 4% Name 
an Authority of CHRIST. the alone Head aud 
King f the de bu in the Name and Au- 
thortty of the Aſſembly and Commiſſion, aid ſuſ- 
pend rhe ſaid Brethren ſine die. Upon this the 
our Brethren Bis re proteſted: againſt the: /aid 
SVenteuce, for Reaſons contained in their respective 
Papers; and ſome Members of Seſſions From their 
1 reſßettive Pariſhes adhered to them, and offered 
_ zheir ſeparate and diſtin Proteſtations, forzhen- 
' ſeives, and all that ſpall aahere to them in their 
ſeveral Congregations, all "which are inſert in 
This Pamphlet: And ſeveral Mi nifier's. and EI. 
" Hers, Members of the Commiſſion, diſſented from 
The 22 Sentence; ana FI vrvers, mot 2 
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I is * Queſtion 17 on 6 | Jene, 
Whether there be any Valid y - e in hi Sen- 


Proyer. 1 


tence of Suſpenſion, or yer in be Rebukes given 
Ar. Erskine or be Brei hren in Dunfermline Preſ- 8 


byrer'y, ſeeing none of them avere pronounced inthe 
Name and. Authority of. CHRIST, bz only in the 

Name and Aut bority of 
ther the Maderator 


not under à ſecres Convi- 


rhe Aſſembly Aud u. 


gion, thas it would been a'Proftitaring of e, 


Name, which isabove' 346 Name, 10 Have j] 


iz in theſe Rebukes aud Su 
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anus and mo Copies may yet be had 
47 5 2 a 7 and 150 the 7 - 
Stirling; ap gainſt rhe Afetnd? * Sercrencs: findiy E 
him N -and tbe Adherences 10 he fais 


Proteſt by M. "Wilſon Miniſter a Perth, Mr 


Monerieft 4 Abernethy, and "MF. Fiſher at Ki "i 


clayen, be inſert. in ho FG vid printed State; 
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yer, becanſe Copies of this er may come mi 
the Hands of fo who A he feen the ot. 
mer State of the Proceſs, if is thong hi needfut, for- 

Conuectium Sake, to ſubjoini 70 this Preface — 
ſaid Protelt au Adherences, which are the only, 


i. Zrerended Ground of this Sentence; and acoore 7 
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| beroby. adbere to the above Proteftation and De 

; dnnn a Teftimony againſt the Act of Aſſembly 1732, i 

and aſſerting our Privile 1 55 Duty to teſtify publick - 
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my Subjection i in the Lord; yet, in the bow 
_ bly haye found me cenſurable, ant have tendred a Re- 
| buke and Admonition to me, for 93 Teonceive agree- 
able unto, and founded upon, the ord ot God, and 
our approven Standards; I find myſelf obliged to p 
© teſt againſt the foreſkid Cenſure, as importing, thar 1 


| © 5ynod. of 
, dep be Word of God, and 

the forcſaid Sos Ho ug and that! ſhall 1 at 38 to 
ch the ſame Truths of Cod, and to teſtify 

The fame or like Deſections of this Church upon 38 ro- 

per Oecaſions. And I de hereby adhere unts the Tefti- 


monies 1 have formerly emitted againſt the Act of A. 
ven 7327 whether the Proteſt entred-againſt it in i 
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7 hs having taken this Matter under our i ſerious : 
Con deration, as in the Sight of Him to whom 
3 nut give an Account; an "finding, by the 
1 Tenor the ſaid Act, tar! we are in} ide by 
mee Authority, without any other Gro und of 
F ., -_ Conviction, to profeſs our Sorrow, and retract 
„ Proteſtation, do therefore buinbly beg Leave, 
in the n Place, to lay before this Commiſſion. | * 
tt Sentiments which we confeſs and own" con- 
F_  - .cerning the Authority of the Judicatories of the 
_— CS of Chriſt, which we hope will be found. || - 
9 . e unto. the” xeceived Principles of the | 
3 e ch s the a ane and Head 
=o of his Church; by - his Father 8 een and 
3 * ; God bath ſet him King in hi 
i : boly Hill of Zion T he Government is laid u 7 
—_ his Shoulders ; Zh All Power in Heaven an 
Eier is given, and all Judgment is commirres 
20 bin ef bis Parhes. - Hie hath given him ro be 
be Head over all Things un . / 
Li  mhich i bis Boay. Kae follpws,"-. 7 fi 
220%, That all Zcoleſtaftical-. 9 ws #3 
——_ — ginally loaged in, and derived from bim He is 
' =E given for a 3 and Communaey mo: the: Pro 
a 8 He is that Rewer in 1/rael, whoſe Goings 
{| - forth were of olu, from Everlaſting ; and accor- 
=  - dingly his Zaws go out Zion, and. tbe Word: of 
1 $ N Fo tie Lord from Ternfulem : [Therefore the Church 
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0 p vernment el S N allo to. dhe Soul 
"wo Conſcience, the more noble Part of a Man. 

Tbe Kingdom of God is within us ; It is not Meat 

and Drink, hut Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and 


with he ſubdues Men unto his Obedience; are not 
Fire and Sword, but the Word of the Truth of 
the Goſpel, which is the Power of God unto Sal. 
- vation, and, thro*. his Bleſſing, mig hiy to the 
_ pulling 467mm. of "Prong Holde, and for bringing 
every Thought into 
"of Crit... 
dom have no Right to puniſh Men in their Bodies 
or Eſtates 75 hich only all under the Cognizance | 
of the Civil Magiſtrate) but their main Work is 
With their Hearts am Souls, which they are to 


rit: And therefore the Powers of this World 
have no Reaſon to have a; jealous Eye upon the 
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| 125 nie is 705 ie * Got in's : Myſtery, 
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And, becavſe the late Aſſembly Mrs appen 
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their Acts any Way encroached upon the 


thers, boch in the preſent and ſucceedin rations. 
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ly founded upon the Word of God, and exclu- 
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on in hs | Kingdom curate wblick Defend | 
thereof till of late. « F 
We were er 4 wein 
ol che late Aſſembly concernin * e was. „ 
a fixing of 6 new Tor: of Mini erjat Communion i 
among all the Miniſters ofthis C = 
ſhould not ope pen, their Mo bs in Pablick againſt _ 
any Particular Act of H Aſſembly, however 20 = © ry 
its own Nature, afd ; rejudicial to the Be _—_— 
ment of this Chur „ Which our Ordinatioit- RT 
Vows would not permit us to ſibupit'to, With Si- _ 
lence : Beſides, we, with others of gur ' Brethren 7 
1 offered to the Aſſembly 1732 a Perition and Re- 
5, Praſtutation againft this A and u many other Snie- 
vances, Which they thought fit to rejsct; bur, be. 
5 cauſe our other two Brethren have mentioned |} { 
2 mop Particulars, we refer and adhere to their R.. | by 
8 reſentation, as containin our ertimetits upon 
ee ee # "_- 
And now, we being ordered by the laſt Aﬀern- 5 1 
8 Bly, as was ſaid above, to 2 1 the Bar of this 
Commiſſion, in order to gur Sorrow for of. _ 
fering the above Prozeſtarion, and to rewratt the 
"ame : Beſides what we have already faig, add 
"what is to be offered by our other two Brethren _ 
upon this Head, to which we firm 64,6 adhere; we _ 
humbly crave Leave to offer the fo wing 4 aauiti- 
onal Renſom, why. we cannot in Duty to God, 
orina Cadence with the Light of our Conki- 
ences, comply with that Order. | 
Amo, Becauſe the Sentence of. the Alembly, 
Which is the Foundation of our” Proceſtazion, not 
25 e the Sea vented by Mr. 
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s agreeable. to the Practice of our great Lord, and 
enn #234 065 2. 23, 36. Acts 7. 51, 52. 
and ſeveral othex Places, where they make a Tok 
 Hearers, which was attended with remarkable Ef- 
fects; and, if this Propyſitzon be falſe, then the 
EKReuvorſe of it muſt be true, vig. That faithful Mi- 
niſters, in diſpenſing the Truths of Ged, are no- 
that Miniſters themſelves, when Hearers of the 
Word of God, are beyond ſuch an Exhortation. 
«© Bottom of many of the Evils and ge ir 
3 was. ſhewed above, | the natural Man cannot con- 
cCeive of its Spixitualit); yea, they that, are in a 
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ec on of- what is ſaid to themſelves; and 1 do not 
ce think, that Miniſters themſelves, when Hear- 
** ers of the Word of God, are beyond ſuch an 
«©: Exhortation.”* This Propoſition, we conceive, 


of his Prophets under the Old, and Apoffles un- 
der the New Teſtament, 1 Kings 18. 18. Marth. 
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eee Applloation of their Doctrine to their 


to exhort their Hearers to make Application; and 


2. That carnal Notions of the Kingdom of 
« Chriſt, which is not of this World, ly at the 
ce of the Day.” It is an indiſpenſible Truth, 
That Chriſt's Kingdom is not of this ' World, as 
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on fl them in a Miſtake anent tile Exretit of it, 3 155 
as, ter the 8 ing of the Holy Ghoſt 9 1 
in- they ſcrupled to preach the Goſpela⸗ 
of WM Genres, till Peers Viſion — hem. 

ati- Neither do we think, that either this; or any other 

not Church ſince the Apoliles Times, have arrived 

ar- at ſuch 4% inc, Notions of the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
an and the Coticerns thereof, as to be beyond auy Mi. oo 
ve, Hake; and, we humbly: think, we may be excus 
ind fed to ſay, That we are perſwaded, a;miltake | 
un- Notion: of the-ſpiritual Nature of Chriſt's King- . | 
dom, did lead the' Aſſembly 173 to prefer Heruors AY 
of this World beyond orher em in the electing 
of Miniſters. We agree with the Reverend Mr. 
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md ce⸗ not to be by Heritors' as. ſuch, in regard, that bo 
the “ no ſuch Titles or Diſtinctions of Men are 
. knobn in the King = of Chriſt; the only: He | 
of ritors'there; are they Who are rich in Faith, M 
the Ml © they being Heirs of "this pings rag theſes are Is 
20s they who are precious in the Sight of the Lord, . i 
th, “ and Honourable: And I am of pinion, that, „ 
as in diſpenſing the Privileges of Chri Kingdom - 
on- vue ought to put Honour:and: Value upon 7 „ 
na; not upon the Account of their worldly: Herita- _- ,- 
re-“ ges, but as they are valuable: in the Sight of God, 1 7 
ons “ and as his Image is to be ſound upon them 1 
the This 9 h by dhe Aalen. 1 14 
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© ſtians, eſpecially when in the ſad Act (vis. Act 
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b are, e eval with theſe of our Commumion. 


. for 2 Man's meddling as a Builder in the 
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<<. of his Church. God's Call conſiſts in his qua- 


* bim with an holy Zeal and Deſire to employ 
N — — for the Glory of God, and 
1 the Good of his Church: The Call of the 
Church lies in the free Call and Election of th: 
* Christi henne; the Promiſe of Conduct and 
ce Counſe Choice of Men that are to build 
ee the A is not made to Patrons, Heritors, 
e b any other particular Set ot Men, but to the 
Church, the Body of Chriſt.” Theſe two laſt 
8 «Pro 201 Grions are Red pots Acts 1. 23. to thi 
of the Chapter, Acts 6. 2.1. Chap. 14 
bong 2 Cr. 8. 19, 23. Heb. 5. 4, 5. Ep. 8. 11. 
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miſſion the judgment ↄf our worthy e 
oſ the Proteſting- ide, with reſpect to abſolute 
Church-Authority, when it began to ſet up its 

Nlieadſ in their Day, as it is ined in a Print e- 
_ mitted them, intituled Proreſters no Subverters, 
p. 4). The Brethren for the k Reſolutions 

object agai inſt them, That, without .illimited Sub- 
miſſion, * — did not ſee how Unity and. Order 
could be maintained in the it being vain 
to think of a Remedy, by ſupetior. Judicatories 

Without this, the retuf cM bein the. Way 

to make all Union voidde. 

Too which they anſwered, T . is * very 

e Argument ' 
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: ſuch, a Submiſſion in all Caſey , without. counter- 

55 25 5 ag, what ſhall. we ſay. of the Practices of the 
ab phets and 9 5 55 — others of the Ser- 
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© finful Unity and Gelege teach a Way to avold 
© Perſecution, and read ; obtain, Peace with 
«Men, but with the Lol of Truth and of a good 
© Conſcience, The Way to preſerve Unity and.. 
60 Order, i in the Fog, .of 6800 „ is not to hearken 
to the Counſels o leſh and Blood, by ſetting, 
up the Will of Man for a Law, and eſtabliſhing . 
an arbitrary and tyrannical. Power over. Conſci- 
© ences, to which. they ſhall be tied to ſubmit to 
77 Iniquity and Unjuſtice; for. God hath ſaid, 
© That | the Throne of Iniquity that frameth . 
© Miſchief into 4 Tau, Hall have no Fellow- 
* (ip with im; And therefore, that may de- 
© {troy Unity i Order, it will not preſerve it. 
* But to let the Word of God (which is both the 


© Rule and Bond of Unity and Order) have Place, 


© Ga. 6. 16. and Judicatories proceeding accor- 
ding to this, is an effectual Remedy actu primo . 
objective, as i in every Ordinance of Chriſt; albeit . 
« ty ſecumno,, there is no efficacious Remedy i in 
© either Word, Sacraments; Admonitions; Suſpen- . ; 
, * hon 1 Depofition, Excommunications, Presb sbyte- 
* ries, Synods, or any Ordinance the Church doth. . 
© enjoy or can exerciſe, without the effectual Bleſ- 


: ; ing and Influence of the Spirit of God, who _ 
e Author and Appointer of theſe, and con- 


© curreth therewith upon the Conſciences of Men 
4 to the Pleaſure of his own Will. Shall. 
i * Perſons entenced unjuſtly ſubmit.? Tes, r 
© our Brethren, for preſerving: Unity and Or- 
F der. What Remedy then, ſay w e, for Pies. 
be the ee Ws may red, by 
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ce But, wok ey have appeal d, and have therein 
d fuccumb'd, What Rems y now? No Remedy, 
ce but that at one Stroke the precious Truths ot 
ce God and. Intereſts of Jeſus Chriſt muſt be born 
ce down aud buried in 1 dien and the Saints 
6e and Minilte e of the op el be. buriect coker 
ce hs Eon 
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4e 8 5 if 80 e be 1 it Var 
c to be recognized and” repealed ; if it be 
ce and of an inferior Nita, if the Perſons Will 
«not ſubmit, they are, after due Procedure, to Be 
cc caſt out, as thoſe that will not hear the Church; 
4e and ſo b both Unity and Puri 111 both Order and 
Truth, are preſer ved. W dur Brethren, un- 
ec der a Tretext of Order, destroy Chrittian Liber- 
Los © EY, and bring in Po piſh 'T'yta It is. Chriſt's 
der, and the Kin 97 5 Saints Peace, that eve- 
4 0 Believer. have th Jud pecan of Diſcretion, 
e whethet the Judicatories of the Kirk ſpeak 40. 
7 cording to the Scriptures, or Whether they ought 
© to nu of ſubmit,” or gainfay or counteract; 
e and what Chriſt has given chem, no Man can 
ce take from them.” 
3 lg their Prinei 7. and Prifiice they: RY 
rain? land eat Variety of Arguments through 
e bf the aid Paper . towards 
the Cloſe of it, which are exatly applicable to our 
preſent Caſe, and to which 1 refer, not being 
| a fo. take . the Teftimony of my Wor- 


py Beats no doubt FE 5 tap 
nike Gerben. by our preſet or Te —2 
1 e erden 
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eo; 8.38 We? 
Principles, . wi * u 9D „„ 
ture; Therefore we en — > Cle of this Na 4 e 
e with 708 two Reyerend, Brethren, 
to confeſs and ou, before this Reyerend Commil- 
© Mn; the whole Principles of our holy Religion, | 
as they are contained in the Weſtminſter Conte. 
on of. Faith, to 1 5 le fo, and funded upon 
the Word of G ener? to our 5% LpHons 5 
wenne; As. "the Cor Mon of. a DIG, 5 
pal No ae 15 ding th 15 Dro 
. againiT Profeſſor Si- W n t eceflary 
Fo Nance of the a that = = 
Three Perſons in the Gadhed are not-Oze Sub- 
Vance in Number, which was found. proven by . 
former General Aſſemblies; yet they inflicted no 
25 gher, Conte. for e 654% Bla 7 
than a Suſe m Teaching and Freaching, 
till another Aſſembly ſhould Rk 4 5 to tale che of 
the ſaid Sentence, . — have. ever yet _allerted 
theſe fundamental T ruths,. in Oppoſition to the | 
Told and im n 4 Attacks made upon them, al. 
tho earneſtly deſired by Petirions and Tuſtrts - 
on oy: — and Presbyteries: Therefore we 
take this Opportunity to Heclare, T That we Le- 
lieve and Confe , That the Three Perſons of the 
glorious Trinity are One Subſtance. in Number, 
ual in Power and Glor ory; and that Jeſus Chriſt 
the ſecond Perſon is the eee Self.exiſtent, 
and Independent God, equal and co-ellential with | 
the Father: And we Believe, That be is the 
alone Head, "King and Lawgiver of, his Church 5 
in Oppoſition to All who have invaded his Roy- _ 
. al" Prerogative, either in former Pe iods of t 1s 
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_ " veſted hib People, that they ſhould have the Chozee IM" 
ol their own'Paltors, who are to have the Charge © 
and Overſighr of their Souls; and that (there WW” 
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uable Privileges 'whereWith' he hath 
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ought to be 0 Difference in the Affairs of Chriſt's 

Kingdom between Sond or Free, Rich or Poor, i 

but that all are one in Chriſt eſtas,” 35 1 0 

We further confe/5 and own, That we are of 

'Presbyterian Principles; and believe, that there 
are no other Officers of Chriſt's Appointment in his 
Hlouſe above theſe of Teaching and Ruling Pres- 
Exters; and that no Presbyter ought to have any 

Furiſaiftion, or exerciſe loraly Dominion, over 

his Brethren. And we believe, That the Govern: | 

ment of the Church by 'a due Subordination of 

IJudicatories, ſuch as Kirk-ſeſſous, Presbyteries, WM 

 Synoas and Aſſemblies, is the only Govern- WM: 

ment that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has inſtituted and 

And appointed in his Houſe: But at / the ſame WF 
Time we believe, That the Authority of any of 

| theſe Judicatories' is not abſo/ute and unboundea, Wit 

but limite by the Word of God, to the Edifca- 
ion, and not to the Deſtruction of the Body of 

Chriſt : And therefore, when they break this Line 

of Subordiuation, and do not act in a Conſiſtency 

with the Word, then their Authority is to be 4% 

regardea, as coming in Competition with the Au- 

thority of God. And we embrace this Oppor- 

tunity to declare our Adherence to the Repre-” 

ſentation of ſome Miniſters of the Presbytery of 

Dunfermline, anent the Act of the late General 

mt Afﬀcmbly concerning them; and, having con- 

= . IJdered the ſaid Repreſentation, we judge it a 

wr  Fſeaſonable Teſtimony againſt the arbitrary Mea- 

 fwures and violent Sorthemernts that take Place at 
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go 


th Ivy: NIE IS. 2210 duese Wirpipmil =_ 
ire D ine Practiled in che Church of $207, > 
ge MM cording to the Nr of Gon, Director Fer ur- 3 
ere ooks of Diſcipiine, and the Acts of gur p-. 
[ts 7 7 General Aſſemblies ſince our Reformati- _ 
or, on: To which Doctrine; Worſhip; Diſcipline _ 
and Government We we reſo ze; through Graet, iS Y 
-of il firmly to adbere all the Days of our Lives; to —_ 
ere MW which we'reckon ourſelves likewiſe bonng: by A . 
his W National Covenant, and alſo 8 the So 
e- Zeague and Covenant, ſworn at fir by the three 
ny Nations, and aſterwards renewed in Scotland, \ 
ver I with a ſo/emn' Acknowleagment\of Sins, and En- —_ 
n- nent to Duties'; which Oaths and Covenants _ 
e look upon as binding and. obligatory to the Ja- = 
ies, et Poſterity, and that the Breach of them is Ss 
rn- none of the leaſt Cauſes of the Lord's: Anger and dj 
and Controverſy with this Church and Land at this Day. 6 1 
me But if, notwithſtanding of what is above-re- I 
of preſented by us and our other two Brethren, the 4 
/ed, Commiſſion ſhall think fit to be the Evecutionerss # : | 
ca- Nof the unjaſt Sentence of the laſt Aſſembly againſt \- if ay 
- of us, or any one of us, who have roteſted againſt , = 
ine WW the forefaid Procedure of that Aſſembly ; Wedo 
ncy hereby concur with, and adbere w, the Prote i.. 
4% on of our two Brethren, Mr. William NMiſſon. é 
Au- Hand Mr. Alexander” Moncrieff: And thereſoree | 
or- Wwe do, with all imaginable Freedom, and aſter : 
re- mature Deliberation; PROTEST-; LIKEAS, —_ 
of by theſe Preſents, - we do hereby PROTEST | j Fin 
eral Nagainſt any Cenſure that may be inflicted u- = 
on- pon us, or any of us, affecting our Mini- 1 
ſterial Office, or the Exerciſe thereof, as nul and 9 by 
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«Deciſion, whereby 


and our Ordination Vows ; as - alſo, for al 
the above Reaſons and Cauſes ( mentioned 
dy us and our other two Brethren) why we can. 
not retract our Paper given in to the late Gene 


That if in Conſeqitence of any Cenſure inflicte! 
upon us, whether of Su/penjion or of an highs 
Nature, any Miniſter or Probationer ſhall exercil 
any Part of our Miniſterial Work in our reſpectiy 
Congregations, the fame ſhalt be held and repute a 
an atraſion upon our Miniſterial Labours. As allo 
we PROTEST, That if any Miniſter ſhall be ſettled 
in our Congregations, that the ſame ſhall be hel 
and repute as an Intruſion upon our Paſtors 
Charges ; and that the People of our reſpeCtiv 
_, Congregations ſhall not be obliged to own, 40 
 knowleage or ſubmit tinto ſuch; as their lawfu 
- Paſtors, ſeeing we were ordain'd to take the O 
verſight of them with their own Call ana Conſen! 
and with the Conſent of the Presbytery into whic! 
we were received, and have not been convicte 
of recedimg in any Point . 
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Vows an, "i. Laſtly; We Pb. 0 
, Tbat, „ whatever bad-Effodts y follow upon 
the Courle Und y u, we hall. ot be cltarge 
able with then” oo N 
But i, after all, the | ee | 
to euecufe the above. uni N Entence 7 again | 
then, adhering to this re tation And 
| Proveſtation, e commit our 620 to him who 
dt e rig rhreoufly, and who execurerh." Righte- 
eri 4 ah Fudgment for ail that ars preſſes, 
Pp : 103. 6. We firmly believe, that; w atever 
Meaſures are now — % Lord. vill 
a have Mercy upon Zion; and, hon 17 
Zing t0, favour her is oome, he will 4225 in 
ry, and regard the Prayer of the Deſti- 
— e which Account zhe 4 ape, \ ht 
4 a CG ITE ho Lark * 
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What follows, is the Paper that was 
Fiven in tothe Commi ion of the Ger 
dera Aſſembly by Mr. William Wilſon 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at Perth, ; and, 
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| Unto this ery Reber bat the er 
and remanent Members of the Cm 


. miſſion. of the General Aſſembly of | 
--zbe Church & Scotland, met at E. 
enge the 8th Day of Auguſt 1733. 
I The Humble Re preſentation 
. of Mr. Wi Uiam Milſon 
* Niniſte er of the Goſpel a 
Perth, and o Mr r. Nan 
Moncrieff Miniſter of the 


Goſpel at Aberneth 7. 
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7 HERE As we are cited by 3 
General 0 Nr 3 
OP ear before t eeti 
2mmiſſion, becauſe, bran our 
ee to 8 en given in by Mr. E. 
enezer Erskine Miniſter at Siri ug againſt a De- 
 cifion- of the ſaid\ Aſſembly affirming, a 3 
ol the Synod of Perrh od Stirh againiſt Wl * 
him for ome py e by bi bim Hb 
es Ver- 
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nod, in Nene laſt; and hereby the faid Al. 
ſembly did, not only conemn the gal 
ledged to be uttered by Nr. Exski as Soy 
in the Minutes of theforeſaid Synod's Proceedings, 
but alſo his Anſwers thereto, © and appointed him 
to be rebyked and admoniſbed at their own Bar. 


very Reverend'Commiſſion ; and, as we ſhall en- 
deavour With all Sincerity and Freedom to declare 
the Senriments of our Hearts, ſo we may reaſo- 
nably hope and expect, that dur Reverend Bre- 
thren, according to the Laws of our common 
Lord and Maſter, will make the molt f iv urable 


111 Conſtruction upon the ſame. * 

5 It — 4 — to us, both ſrom ihe Proceedings ut 
at our own. Ky and from the Deciſion of the 
| late General Aſſembly in the preſent Caſe, that 
er Iche Thing that was judged moſt offenſive, and to 


tend to diſturß the Peace and good Order of this 
Church, was the Freedom and Plainne(s of Speech 
that Mr. Erkine uſed in his Sermon, "againſt the 


ments of Miniſters that take Place in all Corners , 
of this Church: And we muſt ſincerely own, . 
that the Views we had of the faid AQ of Aſſem» 


late bly, and of the Unwarrantableneſs of the ſore- 
ch. aid Settlements, led: us firſt to 4iſſent in this NM. 
| of air trom the Sentence of our 6wn Synod, and at- 
our terwards to adhere to the Proteſt a gainſt che De. 
E. ciſion of the late General Aſſembly- CT © » 

De. When we conſidered,” that, by the A of Al. 


ſembiy 1732, 4 Miniſter may be ordained ixito a va- 


inſt I cant Congregation, and the Paſtoral Relation con- 
1 his 1 tho? all the 8 Elders of the 8 
7 


W MY" bl ke Opening of this (aid Syn | 


We beg Leave to lay open our Caſe before the 


Act of Aſſembly 1732, and the violent Settle- 
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riſh are reclaiming againlt t * 
the Act gives the geciſive Voice to the Majority of 
the conjunt Meeting of Heritors and Elders; 


: # 
— 2 , 
* 


A 1 
bly when the Act was framing, and preſs d by In- 


a 


2 | 


kf a Settlement.; ſince 


and alſo, that by this Act, tho the Heritors have 
no Reſidence at all in the Pariſh, yet, if they are 
ſubernumerary to the Elders and reſiding Heri- 
tors, they may impoſe a Miniſter upon them: 
nd likewiſe, tho it was moved in open Aſſem- 


ſtructious from many Presbyteries, that the Power 


of Electing and Calling Miniſters ſhould be reſtri- 
' #ea, at leaſt, to Heritors of the Communion of 


the Church of Scotland; yet, in the Act com- 


pflaine of, it is given in general to Heritors, be- 


ing Proteſtants; whereby this valuabis Truſt is 


committed to ſuch Heritors as are, not only open 


and declared. Enemies to our excellent Presbyre- 


Tian Conſtitution, but diſaffectea to the late Hap- 


Fe 


and glorious Revolution, and to the Prore- 


| faut Succeſſion in the ILLUSTRIOUS Fanih 


of Hanover: When, we ſay, we conſidered theſe 
Things, which are not ſtraiu a4 Conſequences 


_ from the Act, but plainly. declared, or intended 
by it; it could not but be very affecting to us, 


that an Eccleſiaſtical Truſt and Privilege is put 


into the Hands of Heritors, as ſuch; /and that, 
by ran Act of, Aſembiy, a Door ſhould be open'd 
for thruſting Miniſters upon Congregations, in 1 5 


Poſition to the declared Minds, both of the 
gers and People, Who are willing and ready to 


ſubmit to the Ordinances of the Goſpel 2 
Fes, 


led according to the Inſtitution of Chriſt. 
A Was grievous to us, that, by an Act of: Aſſem- 
bl, a Power is put into the Hands of ſuch as are 
Alſaflictea to out moſt valuable Intereſts ue Pri- 
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ons in Srotlana, where they have the Aſcendant; 


and the violent - Sertlements that have already ta- | -, 


ken Place in ſome Corners of this Church, and 
which it is pled are founded upon the Act, are an 
evident Declaration, that tis conceived in ſuch 
Terms, as that it ap to us to be airectiy con- 
trary, not only to the Laws and Inſtitutions laid 
down in his Word by our Lord Jeſus, the onl7 


Lord and Lawgiver unto his Church and People, 


but alſo contrary unto the Diſcipline of this 


Church ſworn to in our National Covenant. And, 

as we did, upon the above, and the like Conſi- 
derations, judge the Act complained 8 to be a 
aangerons Tyhruſt at our Presbyterian Conſtituti- 


* 


on; and of a fatal Tundency towards the Revo-k 


lution · intereſt in Scotland; ſo we look d upon it 
as a Truth- /caſonably delivered, tho it I among 
the condemned Expreſſions in that Sermon, that, 


„ Whatever Church- authority is in that Act, yet 


the Authority of the Head of the Church is 20 
ein it; and that it has no Foundation in Scrip- 

“ ture, where no Diſtinction is made in ſpiritu- 

al Matters betwixt the rich Man with the Gold- 

* ring in gay Clothing, and the poor Man. 
When the Synod, whereof we are Members, did 
take the no- condemned Expreſſions under their 

Conſideration, we and ſeveral others of our Bre- 
thren did inſiſt that this Affair might be dropt: 
We repreſented the dangerous Effects that a for- 
ward Puſning of it might produce ; and herein 
we have Peace in our own Minds. But, when the 
Synod thought fit, by a {mall Majority, to condemm 
Tome Expreſſions emitted by Mr. Erskine in his 
dermon, we judged it o Doty i 006: wpes 
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riſh are wa 215 the Settlement; ſince 
the Act gives the Neiſius Voice to the Majority of 
the conjunct Meeting of Heritors and Elders; 
and alſo, thath 
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1 this Act, tho the Heritors have 
no Reſidence at all in the Pariſh; yet, if they are 
ſupernumerary to the Elders and reſiding Heri- 


tors, they may. impoſe a Miniſter upon them: 
2 And 795 tho "ot was moved in open Aſſem- 


bly when the Act was framing, and preſs d by In- 


ſtructious from many Presbyteries, that the Power 
of Electing and Calling Miniſters ſhould be reſtri- 
' fea, at leaſt, to Heritors of the Communion of 


the Church of Scotland; yet, in the Act com- 
plaine of, it is given in general to Heritors, be- 


ing Proteſtants; whereby this valuable Truſt is 


committed to ſuch Heritors as are, not only open 
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fant Succeſſion in the ILLUSTRIOUS Fanih 


by it; it could not but be very affecting to us, 
by an Act of, Afjembly, a Door ſhould be open d 


_ ders and People, Who are willing and ready to 


ſed according to the Inftitution of Chriſt. Vea, 


and declared. Enemies to our excellent Presbyre- 
riam Conftirmion, but aiſaffectea to the late hap- 
and g/orious Revolution, and to the Prore- 


of Hanover : When, we ſay, we conſidered theſt 
Things, which are not ſtrain d Conſequences 
from the Act, but plainly declared, or intended 


that an Eccleſiaſtical Truſt and Privilege is put 
into the Hands of Heritors, as ſuch; and that, 


for zbruſting Miniſters upon Congregations, in O 
Poſition to the declared Minds 3 of the El 


ſubmit to the Ordirances of the Goſpel diſper 


bly, a Power is put into the Hands of fuch-as are 


diſaffeftes to out moſt valuable Intereſts ape pri- 
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vileges to impoſe Miniſters on all the Congreg ati. 
y of ons in Scotland, where they have the Aſcendant; . 
and the violent Settlements that have already ta. 
ken Place in ſome Corners of this Church, and. ' WM 
which it is pled-are-founded upon the Act, are an 
evident Declaration, that tis conceived in ſuch 
Terms, as that it ee nes to us to be airectiy con- 1 
trary, not only to the Laws and Inſtitutions laid  _. 
down in his Word by our Lord Jeſus, the only _ 
Lord and Lawgiver unto his Church and People 
but alſo contrary unto the Diſcipline of 'this 
Church ſworn to in our National Covenant. And, 4 
as we did, upon the above, and the like Conſi- 
derations, judge the Act complained of, to be a 
. Aangerons Thruſt at our Presbyterian Conſtituti- 
on; and of a fatal Tenadency towards the Revo 
lytion-intereſt in Scotland; ſo we look d upon it 
as a Truth ſcaſonably delivered, tho it i among 
the condemned Expreſſions in that Sermon, that 
% Whatever Church- authority is in that Act, yet - | 
e the Authority of the Head of the Church is 20. pe 
s in it; and that it has no Foundation in Scrip- 
e ture, where no Diſtinction is made in ſpiritu- 
8 al Matters _ meſes e Gold- 
© riny in gay Clothing, and the poor Man.“ 
Ty When tho Spo gs Poon Wears Members, did 
take the - now-condemned Expreſſions under their 
Conſideration, we and ſeveral others of our Bre- 
thren did inſiſt that this Affair might be dropt: 
We repreſented the dangerous Effects that a for- 
ward Puſning of it might produte ; and herein 
we have Peace in our own Minds. But, when the 
Synod thought fit, by a {mall Majority, to condemn 
ſome Expreſſions emitted by Mr. Erskine in his 
Sermon, we judged it _ Duty to 4iffent 1 
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the condemnatory Sentence, and that becauſe it 


= appeared to us to lay a Reſtraint upon Miniſteri- 


Freedom and Faithſulneſs; and to determine a. 


Point, which, fo far as we know, was not at that 


Time determined by this Church in any of her 


— 


- Ads of Aſſembly, namely, That Miniſters are not 
upon ſome, proper Occaſions to declare from the 


Pulpit the Evil and Sinfulneſs of a particular AG 


of Aſſembly ; and for other Reaſons, contained in 


the ſubſcribed Reaſons of Diſſent given in to the 


Synod. 


When the Afair came before the late General 


Aſſembly, we inſiſted at the Aſſembly's Bar, That 
we might be heard upon our Reaſons of Diſſent 


from the Sentence of our own Synod ;- This we 


. judged to be our Right and Privilege, and what 
we do not know if ever it was denied to any; yet 
the General Aſſembly thought fit to refuſe us 2 

Hearing: Therefore, when the Aſſembly affirm d 


the Sentence of our Synod, we thought we had 


5 Teſtimony againſt the Act of Aſſembly 1732, 
* and aferiing our Privilege and Duty to zeſtzfy 
ce publickly againſt the ſame, or like Deſections, 


s upon all proper Occaſions.” - 


. found ourſelves obliged to proteſt againſt a Deci- 
ion of the ſupreme Judicatory of this Church: 
But, the Sentence of Rebuke and Admonition at 
the Aſſembly's Bar being paſt for ſuch Things as 


IS Ty + 


no Way left us for our juſt Exoneration, but to 
aabere to Mr. Erskine's Proteſtation, in the 
Terms in which our Aaberence is conceived; 
namely, We do hereby adhere to the above 


«© Proteſtation and Declaration, containing a 


It was very heavy and afflicting to us, that we 
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we conceived to be a, Miniſter's Duty, agteeabis ff 
to the Word of God, and Conſtitutions of this 

Church; we found ourſelves obliged, for the Ex- | 
oneration of our Conſciences, to 44here: to the 


/Proteltacion in ine above Ferme: And we beg 


Leave to lay before the Reverend Commiſſion 
ſome of the Reaſons that led us into this qu, 


relle and condemned Step. 


: 


bly appeared to us to be a p 


to be in the Act of Aſſembly 1732, and in the vi- 


olent Settlements of Miniſters, which are now. ſo 
| ErsRine's - 
perſonal Cauſe, wi ſhould have been Alent, and 


frequent. If this Cauſe. had been 


never opened our Mouths againſt the Deciſion of 


the General Aſſembly; but we: judged it a Caule 
- wherein all the Miniſters and Members of this 


Church are very nearly concerned: The Deciſion 


of the General Aſſembly in this Caſe being, as we 
thought, a plain Directory to all the inferior Jadi- 
* catories of this Church, how to behave, if any 
. Miniſter ſhould, upon proper Occaſions, lament 


from the Pulpit the Sinſulneſs of that Act of :Al- 


ſembly, and of other unwarrantable Proceedings 
of this Church, in the Settlement of Miniſters; 
then, and in this Caſe, they muſt be brought to 
tbe Bar of their reſpective Presbyteries, and 


there & & muſt be rebuked and admoni ſſel. 


bly in this Affair to be ſuch as lays down a ge 


Term of Miniſterial Communion amongſt all the 
Miniſters of this Church, namely, That they 

ainſt 
5 


ſhould not open their Mouths in the Pulpic again 
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Finful in its own Nature, or againſt the Proceedings 
of the Judicatories of this Church, however unlau. 
Fil and unwarrantable. We are indeed bound 
at our Ordination to ſubject ourſelves unto: the 
x- of the Church, but it is not an a/c 
Jute Subjection that we engage unto: It is not 2 
| _ blind and implicite Obedience that we bind our- 
; _ ſelves unto, but a Subjection in the Lora, a Sub. 
jection qualified and limited by the Word of God, 
and the received and known- Principles of this 
Church: And we could not think that. ever it 
Was declared to belong to the Conſtitution of the 
reſformed Church of Scotland, or that it is a fl 
5 and effabliſbed Term of Migiſterial Communion 
amongſt the Miniſters thereoF to bind themſelves, 
Ee buy their Ordination Vows and Engagements, fo 
far to an implicite Subjection to every particular 
Act of Aſlembly, and to Acts of Ailembly that 
were not in Being when they were ordained, as 
- 2207 to open their Mouths from the Pulpit againſt 
them, even when they threaten Ruin and Deſftru-i 

Ction to the Work and Intereſt of Chrift in this 
Church: Such a Principle as this, we are perſwa- 
9 _ * ded; is contrary to dur Reformation-prificiples, 
=_ - doth ftill maintain his Seat; jt would open a Door 
for a Current of Defection, and would wireſt out 
of our Hands à ſuccesful and approven Mean by 
Which the reformed Churches Were ht from 
under Antichriſtian Bondage and Dat 25 . 
WW re- 
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= . :- 3rio, We judged, That, as there is ho 
._ training us from the Exerciſe of this Privilege and 
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wal | our Cen de 2 a Sens pee 18 1 
8s od teſtifying on roper Occaſions : p60 6, '- 
W Act x 1732, is to make id a Part of our cardands, 1 
2 to which we ate bound at our Ordinatioh': „„ 
i N a this Rate, all Acts el Aflanblies, noronty oy N 
Je. made before our Ordination, — — „ 
be enacted ſor Twenty or Thirty Fears en dur 
being ordained to the Miniſtry, - are alſo Parts we : 
the Standards of this Church, which GOT 
ſuppoſed. But, if we are to acknowletyge' 4 
| ticular Acts of Aſſembly as Standards, ae | 
muſt be ſuch. as were in Being at our brett, 5 
and, among others, the Act of Aſſembiy 1649, in 
whith the ights of Chriſtian: Congregations to 
„ Paſtors, is ſo far Fm, chat 
Proviſion is made, That e Miniſters U nor beſet 
tled among them without the Call of the Eder. 
ſhip,: and Conſent of the Congregation and this 
would be ſo far from binding ts" t Silence about 
the Act 2732, that it would oblige us td efrαee 
agaiuſt it, as being © ſubverſive of an A, 
{ which we are hereby ſuppoſed to have deen ene 
gaged as a Part of dur Standards at e 1 
tion. FFF he 
4to, The Senſe and Tmpreſſibn'we have of our 
Ordination Vows and Eagagenients' moved us to 
take the Step that is do Þ much condemned. 
We have engaged and Promiſed,” Never © 
* endeavour,” d ireQly\or indiretly, the Preſu⸗ 
« dioe of Subvetſion of Presbyterian Church Go- 
* vertiment and Diſcipline; and that to kfie dt 
ce moſt of our Power, in bur Station we _ 
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wal Aſſert, maintain and defend the ages And 
when we evidently ſaw that the Act of Aﬀſenibly 
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„ 4⁰ 333 TY 
| Conflitution, and that it opens r fot 
Entry of a corrups Miniſtry into — Church; as 


wideas even the Patronage- Ast itſelf; and: th £ | 


by the Deciſion of: the late Aﬀembly, the Mouths 
of Miniſters are ſur from teltifying againſt this or 
the like Evils; We reckoned that we acted not ac- 
cording-to our Solemn Engagements, and that we 
did not according to dur Power, in our Stations, 
Gt maintain and defend our Presbyterian 
urch Government and Diſci ipline, if we had 
not Proteſtea for our juſt Privilege and Duty to 
reſtiſy againſt the above · named or * Deſedti 
ons upon all proper: Occafions. 9 
Ito, Another Thing which bad Weig cbt a h 
ws for taking the quarre/led and . Step. 
We came to the Bar of the Aſſembly 1 45 wit 
ſeveral others of our Brethren, with a Repreſen- 
tation and Petition, when this AR. was in the 


Shape of an Overture, : againſt turning it into a 
fanaing Act: We _ relented alſo many other 


ave too juſt Ground to 
complain of; as to ſome of which, IK is in the Po w- 
er of the Church to apply effectual Remedies un- 
to them, and to do more for the Reareſs of 
others than they ſeem to be diſpoſed or inclined 
unto. And, as to the Act complained of, the 
moſt Part of Presbyteries having never agreed to 
it, in the Terms in which it is paſt, we muſt look 
upon it as enacted in Oppoſition unto; a ſtanding 
Rule of chis Church, the Manner of 
n Overtuxes into a ſtanding Law * And 

wiſe, ſome. Sy and many Presbyteries has 
ving by Inſtructions and Repreſentations remon- 
Fate againſt-it. at.the-laſt Amblys, this, with 
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in the Paper ſubſcribed by us; and we are or. 


the Commiſſion is impowered {and appointed tf 


| Hon, the Commiſſion is alſo impowered- and ax 


the. Lord ought to be 4earer to us than the mol 
valuable Things in Time, ſo a Sentence 4epriving 
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Caſe, it is our arreſted Declaration and Teſimo-. 
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forefaid Deciſion, n. 
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the Supreme Deity and Neceſſary - Exiſtence of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; yet the Repreſentations of 
Synods and Presbyteries have no- ny regarded : 
And theſe from our own Synod were never read 
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| before the Commiſſion, and proteſted, in Terms as it 
is now publiſhed, That any Cenſure inflicted upon 


them es by els and reptite nuli and void in itſelf, 


5 referrin DAT, , Repreſentation, for the particular 


Grounds caſons of their Proteſtation ; and there- 


. 35 do e to which Mr. Eriline and Mr. 


Wer adhered. 
Upon the Imtimation of the Sentence of Saff enſſon 


to the Thid Four 'Brethren, they gave in oe folk wing 


n with an mane there upon „ 


k is 1 3 * A, IP 


« W= hereby adbere to rhe Protefiations 8 = 


us before this: Court, for ourſelves and in 
« Name of all the Miniſters, Elders and Members of 
«the. Church.of Scotland, and of all and every one in 


E our reſpective Congregations, adhering to us, bea- | 


«. ring, That this Sentence is in itſelf null and void; and 
5 that it ſhall be lawful and Warrantable for us to _ 
< ercilc our Miniſtry as hitherto we have done, and as 


66, if no e had been inflicted: And thats if, 


Lin * ol This — any ä * or 


8 


6, l illiam Hilſon one of our 


erte a ee PER 


Henk the fume ſhall be held and rbpuùte 48 u violent 


nr pon lour-Minifterial-Labvurs, And we M 
& ber prot 


for Extratis of the 'piveh 7: 


2 5 us, and of the whole of the Commi ion' 8 Brace. 


6. dure againſt us:; and heneupon we take 
nn de e, - EBENEZER :BRSKINBE;- mp4 
„ 11 WW ALA WILSON. cools 


on dial W 


— 9H > AS 1 JAMES FISHER. „n 711 25 
4470 0 Dy 2 5 . 3 N * br . Vel 5 2 mh, >» 
Phe Elders froni'the ſeveral cpnionsahbe 


ned in the. four. Miniſters did likewiſe give in the fol- 
Town 
the Mederator of the Commiſſion havi 
er in a moſt Manner, and in « / 
When the: Proteftations were entring, nr A 1 
Elders ruf Stirling was not taken will the next 


1812 5 


{he eee 1 eee [1 15 ir * Vi 64h 


un Pray- 


* br is CCC 
NX Ferre geg ne, 
— ſeſſion of per do hereby, in our den — 2 


Sa in the Name of all that fhall — 
ee the fail Congregation, ef "our" Kube ener 


cc of this Sentence inflicted ui 
— ſome of us came with a 


Roan 


2 


take bi 
eth, 1 
FER 


« Signed dy 
1800 Sy15% q. 
21283 bas rant =, COLIN: BROWN. e087 
<= is 21 yd bt DA. ROB N 
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ALEXANDRR MONCRIEPF, | by. 
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| on, which w preſented to e 4 | 
< miſſion, but was neither read nor rega 
po ov arts HHS 8 Liberty um complain 10 the ext "I 
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rote ſtations; with Inflruments ag: wt But 
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44 in regard we came with a Petition from our Kirk. 

« felfion, ich was preſented tu the Reverend Com- 

« d miſhon, but waz neither read nor regarded; We 

e pe that (el ſhall be ar Liberty to complain to 

pol 5 — next General Aſſembly, and hereupon take In- 

«c ee hs. an” mY us at ee Auguſt th, 

FX; 1733. Noi: ine 91 HN GIBB. 

NN 90 Bt LY 1 SIN 5 N TEL. +ALLAN. 5 1 
8 5's 1 LEY ANDREW MILLER 


15 7 E Peet Soom a_ Henry Bulingal 'Elderrin 
hs the Pariſh of : Abernethy, and Georgt Maler 
10 and Sulyefter:i Alexander. Elders: in the Pariſh of 'Kin- 
« claven, by vertue of Commiſhons ons fign'd: by the El 
« derſhips of theſe 28 unanimouſly, and by 
% great many! other Johabitants: dt the ſaid Par 
2  appointing.and impomering us o. declare their and 
38. nce to our Minif caſe ſu 
2 ſuſpended or ; otherwiſe cenſured by the! Cometiſh: 
Lows and in their Name to pratiſt àgainſt any ſuch 
Sentence, and the intruſion | 44 0 other 1 
IF may be made thereupon: And>therefore u 
our own Name, — — and A | 
< others in the ſaid Congreg ations that ſhall aber to 
a , PROTEST. againſt- het Sanceinbe of rhe, Com- 
ki File, depriving us of the Benefit of our Miniſters 
& abours among us; and that any other Miniſtegieer 
at « Srciling; the Paſtoral Office in our reſpective Congre- 
* ogations, Holly reckoned an Intuſen; and there. 
ts. Sign d by us at Edin- 


* DROW. 
A BALINGAL. 
7 FORGE. MILE . 
A 203 3 ILVES TER ALEXANDEE 
dee 5 0 d WT, r * 


+2, oh 


We EE ON AIM ING 

n to Several Addrefles and 888 
lj (5c. none of which were allowed to 
ll de read, except a few Lines in the Be- 
„ |  ginning 'of the Repreſentation of the 
Presbytery of 5 irling. 


s in : . 

ler Which Addreſſes, Ge. came not to Hand all 85 5 95 

Kun- former Part of this {mall Volume was printed ; - 

* and therefore they are here inſert as folloy 1 e 

= Unto the very Reverend the e and Re- „ 


aud verend and Honourable Members of the Gm.. 
uff. miſſſon the General Aſſembiy of the Church i 
uch of Scotland, to mast ai Edinburgh the N — 
thafſ Wedneſday Auguft ner , = 


in EH 
24 The Repreſentation and Aldreſs of by „ 
m. Miniſters and Elders of the Presbyte- 7 = 
nen ry of Stirling, met on the waa * _ 
— of 7 uly N 


5 e eee = 
HAT ee we do enjoined dy the bs 

laſt General Aſſembly to reporg,to. this 
Diet of the Reverend Commi the 

Conduct oy Les I our r 1 
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Fe Eo oo oo 
Mr. Ebenezer Erskine with reſpect to the Act o 
Aſſembly in his Affair; Do repreſent, That, ir 
our Enquiry this Day in this Matter, a very fa 

5 88 Report was made to us concerning 
him. . 5 
And, being thus introduced into the Commil. 
fion's Preſence, we reckon we are bound in»Duy 
{the Affair being of ſuch Importance to us in par. 
ticular). to lay before the very Reverend Commil. 
ſion ſome Reaſons why we think they ſhould not 
3 not to 2 preſent Execution of the Afſembly' 
efitence agafalt hi; 3 | 
Io, We are perſwaded, that ſome Words and 
- Expreſſions in Mr. Erskine's Proteſt have been 
underſtood in a Senſe, which ſeems to us not to 
be his Meaning, and are not conſiſtent with the 
Strain of the Proteſt itſelf, in ſo tar as that Pro. 
teſt has been taken up and underſtood to be a Pro- 
teſt for Remeid of Law, or an Appeal to an 
other Court, 'or Body of People whatſoever upo 
Earth, as if he thereby meant to diſown the fovel 
reign and ſupteme Juriſdiction of the Generil 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland over all the 
Members thereof, and in all the Eccleſiaſtick Cau 
ſes that eome before them: Whereas there ſeem 
to be no more meant by him, but a folemn Tell 

: . mony and Declaration of his own. Mind for Vin 

cdication of himſelf, and that which he thought 

might tend to the Preſervation of the Rights and 
- Privileges of this Church in Caſes of Defection. 
240, Mr. Erskine's Character is ſo eſtabliſhec 
amongſt the Body of Profeſſors of this Part of the 
Church, that we believe even the Authority o 
an Aſſembly condemning him cannot leſſen it 
Vea, the Condemnation itſelf, in the preſent Caſe 


. 
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will tend to heighten it; and, in his Caſe, ſhould 
the Sentence be execute, molt lamentable Conſe- 
quences Would enſue, and moſt melancholly Di- 
viſions will be increaſed; the Succeſs of the Go- 
ſpel in our Bounds hindred, Reproach, Cla- 
mour and Noiſe take Place; our Congregations 
torn in Pieces, Miniſters of Chriſt deſerted and 
miſrepreſented, and our Enemies rejoicing over 
Ne CEE FP OR Tr alt ET WRT 3 We i: 9 
3tio, Whatever Difficulty may ariſe from the 
Commiſſion's being tied down by the Act of A 
ſembly, Mr. Erskine's Offence was committed by 
the Conniyance of the Aſſembly ; they knew the 
could have ſtopt it in Point of Form; Mr. Erskine 
could not have tranſgreſſed without their Patience, 
and certainly they deſigned that their Commiſſion 
ſhould judge favourably. No ſupreme Court, ei- 
ther in Church or State, ever puniſh'd ſuch a 
Crime; there is no Law againſt it, becauſe ev ry 
ſupreme Court can prevent the Tranſgreſſion wit 
%% IE EG oo CO 
40, We acknowledge, and are very ſenfible, 
that we plead with this Reverend Court at a Dif- 
advantage, they being enjoined. to proceed to the 
Execution of the. Sentence, in caſe Mr. Erskine 
do not withdraw. his Proteſt ; and therefore it may | 
be replied to us, That we plead the Commiſſion 
may diſobey the ' Aſſembly's Orders and Com- 5 
mands. This we confels is a Strait, and was fo to 
us in our Thoughts upon the Matter: Yet ſee- 
ing the Commiſſion have it in their Inſtru ions 
to take Heed and advert that no Danger befal the 
Church, or any Part of the Church; which it 8 
in theit Power to prevent; Teeing here is many 
leſt and viſible Danger, Woe 1 It is in their Power 
| 5 g 2 ” FA OY VT x net 6 2 e EEE to 
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to prevent, by their not'executing that Sentence ; 
. ſeeing the End of all Diſcipline and Law is the 
Good, Safety and Edification of the People ; and 
being that going to the utmoſt of the Commiſſi- 
on's Orders by the laſt Aſſembly, would not be 
to ſtrengthen Authority, but to weaken it; not 
tend to the Furtherance of the Goſpel, but to its 
Hinderance ; not to ſtrengthen the Hands of 
- others in their Miniſtry, but to weaken them; 
We perſwade ourſelves, that, in repreſenitng theſe 
Things to the next enſuing Aſſembly, ſuch is the 
Tenderneſs of this Church to her Children, that 
- the Commiſſion ſhall have the Thanks of the 
Aſſembly for their not preſently executing the 
Aſſembly's Sentence; and any Rebuke that they 
hall meet with for their not obeying Orders will 
be ſo gentle, as not to break their Heads; and are 
perſwaded, that, in View of giving up Accounts 
to our great Lord and Maſter, it will be no Of- 
fence or Grief of Heart to any, that they have 
taken this Step to prevent the dividing and ren- 
ding aſunder Chriſt's Church in our Land. 
. , This then is our humble Deſire, That the pre- 
Tent Reverend Commiſſion would delay this 
whole Affair till their next Meeting; and we hope 
at that Time the Commiſſion will either find Mat- 
ters altered to the Advantage, or will find the 
Reaſon as ſtrong for further Delay till it come to 
the next Aſſembly, who will provide, we hope, 
Tome ſuitable Remedy for the whole. Aud the 
Presbytery hereby appoints their Reverend: Bre- 
.thren, Mr. ahn Taylor and Mr. Henry Lindſay 
Members of the Commiſſion, together with Mr. 
Jobn Warden, Mr. John Gray and Mr. John 
Bruce, or any one of them, to preſent 1 
RRV * Addre 
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Addreſs and Repreſentation to the Reverend 
Commiſſion, and to do every Thing conducive 
for obtaining the foreſaid End. This, in Name 
ſſi- and by the Appointment of the Presbytery, is 
be B . Pl IT Er. : 
not fk  ALEXr. HAMILTON Moderator. 

is} WIL _ WALKER Pres. Ci 

m; i 
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che | , TUnto the very Reverend, &c. 


he | The Repreſentation and Addreſs of ke Þ 
the Kirk-Sefſion of Stirling, met the 1ſt ä 
„l Day of Augaſt 1733, „ 


nes | Humbiy Sheweth, / 9 SS... 1 ann 
Of- THAT as it hath been, and {till is, very af . | 
ſecting and afflicting to us, as well as to this ' 
eri. Congregation, that the Reverend Mr. Ebenezer 
Erskine our Miniſter, his Affair ſhould ever have 
re- come to the Length of a judicial Procedure; ſo that 
this which flath been more grieving unto our Hearts, is, 
e That the ſupreme Judicature of this Church, to 
whom we owe all dutiſul Reſpect and Subjection, 
ſnould, upon the Account of a Proteſt entred by _ 
him after the Synod's Sentence was affirmed and 
execute at their Bar, did not only impower, buʒt 
appoint their Reverend Commiſſion, that in cafe 
he ſhould not appear before them in Auguſt there- 
after, and then thow his Sorrow for his Conduct 
in offering the ſaid Proreſt, and retract the Tame, i 
that then they ſhould ſuſpend him from the'Ex». "BB 


We, 


— 
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k 

* 

x 
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erciſe of his Miniſtry, Sc. While indeed we con- 
ſider, that theſe Orders are given by the ſupreme 
Eccleſiaſtical Court, we are laid under tuch a 
Diſadvantage, as may very much blunt the Edge 
of our Confidence in our preſent Addreſs, ſeeing 
no leſs is propoſed by it, than that the Reverend 
Commiſſion ſhould counteract and diſobey the AL 
ſembly's poſitive Orders and Commands. This 

we confeſs is a great Strait, and could not mils to 
be ſo to us in our Thoughts upon the Matter, and 

would effectually prevailed with us to lay aſide our 
addreſſing the Reverend Commiſſion, were it not 
that we clearly toreſaw, that, upon their executing 


6 +) 


«* 


of the Aſſembly's Orders, a great many lamentable 
Conſequences would inevitably follow; which Con- 
ſequences, we ſuppoſe, are ſo obvious unto the 
Reverend Commiltid” as that we need not 
trouble them with a-particular Detail of them : On- 
ly, that we beg Leave to obſerve, That, having had 
a Trial of Mr. Erskine's Miniſterial Gifts and La- 
bours theſe two Years bygone, we cannot but own, 
that, according'to our Diſcerning and Experience, 
his Lord and Maſter hath endowed him with a very 
edifying Gift of Teaching and Preaching, and ma- 
ny other good Qualifications every Way fitted for | 
the Office of the Miniſtry, and particularly in this 

City and Congregation ; which, together with 
the great Pains he has taken in the other Parts of 
his Miniſterial Labours, and, we hope, not with- 
out Succeſs, and. all attended with a very tender 
Walk, wiſe and prudent Behaviour, have made 
kim molt acceptable to us and Perſons of all Di- 
ſtinction in this Place, and particularly God's ſe- 
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rious Remnant in it. 


Theſe Things, with many others to the ſame 
VVV e Fur⸗ 
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Purpoſe that might be added, being conſidered @=_ 
and duly weighed, we are verily periwaded, that 
if the Reverend Commiſſion ſhall, notwithitand- 


ing, execute the Aſſembly's Orders at this Time, 
and lay Mr. Erskine under the Sentence of Sul- 


\ pages „ and that for no ocher Reaſon but the 
Proteſt given in by him to the laſt Aſfembly, 


which he himſelf acknowledgeth to be in its own. 


Nature, and in the Signification of the Word, no- 
thing elſe but a ſolemg Teſtimony for, and De- 


claration of, the Truth, when Men conceive it to 


be any Way injured ; and ſuch a Declaration he 


judged might be given, without any Contempt of 


Church- Authority: We ſay, If ſuch a Sentence 

ſhould be paſt againſt ſuch a Miniſter, for ſuch a 
Reaſon, we fear it will have too great an Influence 
upon our People to alienate their Minds and Hearts 


from that Reſpect and Affection Which otherwiſe 


they owe to Miniſters, Church- Judicatories, and 


their Commiſſiogs ; whence great Diſorders and 
Confuſions here, and in the Country about, if not 
in moſt of the Corners of this Church, will ine- 


vitably (at leaſt moſt probably) enſue, and that 


Fd 


to the great Diſturbance of the Peace thereof, 


which we are afraid may come at length to iſſue 
in a plain Rupture; which, no doubt, will make 
Enemies to our happy Conſtitution in both 


Church and State to rejoice, as that which theß 
have long wiſhed and hoped for ; while in the 


mean Time honeſt Miniſters, and true Children 
of Zion, will be mourning in Secret. Now, all 
theſe, with many other direful Conſequences, it is 
in the Power of the Reverend "an Venerable 


"Commiſſion. to prevent, and which we conceive 
they may do, even in a juſt Conſiſtency with > 
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Aſlembly's Inſtructious, particularly that whereby 
they are ordered to advert againſt every Thing 
that may have the leaſt Tendency to diſturb the 


Peace of the Church of Chriſt in this or other Cor- 5 


« 


„%% ow rn Ly a Bd 
To conclude, This then is our moſt earneſt and 
humble Defire, That this preſent Reverend Com- 
miſſion would delay this whole Affair, at leaſt till 
their next Meeting; and, we hope, at that Time 
the Commiſſion will eitheg find Matters altered to 
the Ad vantage, or will find the Reaſon as ſtrong 
for further Delay till it come to the next Aſſembly. 
And we perſwade ourſelves, that, when it ſhall 
be before them, they will not only readily excuſe 
this Reverend Commiſſion for the Delay, but ap- 
prove of their Conduct in the whole Matter: 
Vea, and we even doubt not but, when Notice 
thereof comes to the Ears of our gracious Sove- 
2 reign King George and his Government, it will be 
molt acceptable to them, while that his Majeſty 
doth obſerve the wiſe and prudent Conduct and 
Zeal of the Church of Scotlana in preventing Di- 
viſions and Rents amongſt his true and faithful 
Subjects, he having nothing more at Heart than 
their Peace and Quiet among themſelves. 
And the Seſſion hereby appoints William Al- 
lan, John Gibb, Andrem Miller, and Robert 
Milliſon, Members of the Seſſion, or any two of 
them, to preſent this their Repreſentation and Ad- 
dreſs to the Reverend Commiſſion, and to do 
every Thing conducive for obtaining the forefaid 
End. This, in Name and by Appointment of the 
fon, is bgned.by.. 7 
ALEX. HAMILTON Moderator, 
WILLI. CHEYNE. Xfl. GK. 
„ 55 F Unto 
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The oe and Addreſs of it 155 
the poſt, Baillies and Town- Council of the 
or- | Burgh of Stirling, for ourſelves, and in 
Name of the ems. Ws Toa by. 
- us repreſented, - ; & + 
 Humbly' Sheweth, 500 (OP . 
T H AT there are Fertione given in 1 us whe 15 
- the Gildry, ſeven incorporate Trades, and 
haill other Corporations in the Burgh, all 
deelating | their | Grief, for being likely to be 
deprived of the Mini try of the N Mrs 
ener er Erskine, one of our Miniſters, in Caſe 
the Ack of Aſſembly, in May laſt concerning him, = 
5 ut ey Execution by the very Reverend Com- 
; and therefore craving we N uſe our 
Eder for preventing their being ſo deprived. 
That, as Mr. Zrskine's Affair comes now be- 
fore the very Reverend Commiſſiom in Purſuance of 
an Act of Aſſembly; ſo we ſhall not here enquire 
into the. Reaſons for enacting i it; neither ſhall we 
uch dip into the Indes how far the Execution 
of the Foreag Act Aſſtmb ly 0 be delayed in _ 
Point of Form; but muſt humbly ſubmir this to the 
ery Reverend Commiſſion: Only we. beg Leave 
Ibriefly. to repreſent; That Mr. Zrskine was ſettled 
E an Additional Miniſter amongſt us, ſor the greater 
44 Edification of the Place, arid that with no ſmall 
* Trouble and Expence: That we have always lived 
10 8 in good Friend ip witty him, after now two full 
en Yeh. Acquaintance : - That we find him to be a 
the Man of a peaceable Diſpoſition of Mind, and of 2 
religious Walk and Conalititn , and to be every . 
ator. Way fitted and qualified for diſcharging the Office 
of Wb 2 amongſt us; 200 _ _ has accor : 
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dal dich | hn! Ae sfaRions. 
That therefore our beitig deprived of his Miviſte- 
% der rente melt doubtedly” be very mo- 
_  ving and afflicting to us; aud chat the putting 
of the tand to Execution, we are afraid, 
will in nod be attended with very lamen- 
table Circumſtances, Confuſions and Diſorders, 
too numerous arid tedious! to be Bere reheptit; 
and that, not only in this Place i in particular om 
alſd in the Church in general. 
The Conſideration of chis, and thay e 
Reverend Commiſſion's delaying. the Executi- 
' on of the ſoreſaid Act, cannot miſs to be recko- 
ned a Piece of Prudence and good Conduct by 
the Venerable. Aſſembly, as it tends e preſerve 
5 2 e Chad 8 thi, Place, 
vent the Diſquiet that oth Fx mitzht 

— i in h; makes us the more bs a 
hopeful to ſucceed in apr Renn for. -cbis 
Ae eee the ner), Rovyess 7 | 
tale the. Premiſſes to Conſideratian jag delay the. nut- 
ring of the foreſaid Ac of Aſembiy to any Execytion 
until the next Aſſembly, as at leaft tili the Commiſſion 
n November neut; and due ave bopeful the Vaterable 
Anh 40il] nor condemn you for ſo doing.” "Fl Bis is our | 
 earnef and hearty Prayer and Addveſs, # by Wil- 
Were Taiben dee, Dor TY by 
e mean the 7 17 5 


rg, che 3d Day of a 2733. RES 
. Untothe Right Reverend, c. 
The Petition of the 1 101 of the Tom 


--and:Pariſh of Perth, | 

-*_  Hlumbly Sbeweth, f 
| TRA, whereas we- W one. 5 our 
I, Mr, William Wilfon, is cited 15 
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We in all Humility beg heave 5 oi bete 


very Reverend Commiſſion the Caſe and : 
cur of this our Town and Farin; That 
we have two numerous Aſſemblies every Lord's 
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ſtrongeſt Vaice of #\ can e them all: 
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That the goo 55 mot late... Years, have ſup- 
ue ond with, a third Miniſter, the Charge be- 
& found 103 __ weig ty for two: * 
it has pleaſed the Lord to rem en of our 
Miaifters by Deich in the Morſch af /Ferlgry 
2 1 1 That anethet of our Miniſtens is of an ad- 
3 SE Age, ſoithat. we: cannot teaſonably expect 2 
Hs hall-be-long: continned with us, his Health 
andiStrengrh. daily, decayitig : Fhat the ſaid Mr. 
Mison, {o fat as we can ünderſtaud, has not as 
et attained unto that Light as to come up to the 
Obedience required of hir by che Act oF the late 
venerable Affembly: That, if the Reverend 
Comtmiſfon thould- go to the Rigour, with him 
at this Meeting, ſo that we be ebe of the 
Exercise of his Miniftry' by Sulpenſion or other- 
wiſe; it is eaſy to foreſee how diſmal}: the Conſe- 
quences are like to be, and what deplotable Cir- 
_ cumiſtatices we in all buman Probability ſhall be 
| reduced pits. v ce Ren the: tee het, Let us Fa 


th 


which the WN 


* 
& # 

x 

4 z 8 4 1 

. Av 
I . 
Hoa ; 7 4 * 1 
F 
* * 
= 5 a , 
* * 


5 
ij 
I 
5 
5 
4 
i 
U 
>; 

1 
1 
N 

9 


2 POR . 2E 22 "wn! - 
4 S RE „ PR 
- _- n 
"AS oe Ts — te _ * — 4, — = 
r * 3 5 
a > "A 
- 5 * * J VF * 
0 TS q 


: thick fit : And, ns: 
vour to us, ſo we Seer it wou 


che Miniſters of this Burgh, and fome oth 


lee 
Church, elpedial! . = 

to the Church, eſpecially in our Byunds; and 
Pes the Re Ne ; rend 5 eg no o Cauſe 
bl RL FT 


W repe at g 


por ever pray 
"oe #be wa? 


84 54 e the Righe 1 „ ela BY 
The Repreſentation and Petition of 5 Ma- 
1 and ee of Perth, 


TH A * a eee on An of a Pp 0 VER 
on taken by Mr. William Wilſon” vg A 
gainſt a Deciſion of the ( eneral Aſlembl 


2% thi 

National Church in May laſt, in the ( 

« Ebenezer Erskine Miniſter. of the Golpe 1 © Sir 
- ling ; the Magiſtrates and Town- Co 


- ſtand; that the ſaid Mr. Witfon is Cited by the fad 


late General: Aſſembly to compear before, this 


_ Meeting of their Saen for the Purpoſes 


mentioned in the Act of Aſſembly relative to 


. And, as the Magiſtrates and Town- 
Council are heartily ſorry Me. Wi ;on. i 15 brought 
into ſuch Circ dy — the Jag mk iu IGa- 


tory of this Church, ſo they are 
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Churches 6f this Burgh a are every Lord's. Daz 1:9 
led with numerous Aſſemblies Is our Inhabi g 


the fe bag ogy in one of the Churches | 
are likewiſe attended by a pretty-numerous 
ence :- That, beſides the Ay * Wilſon, we have 
only one other Miniſter, the Reverend Mr. T howas 
Black, who by his long - continued and indefatt:- 
gable Miniſterial Labours among us, and his ad- 
vanced Age, is now much decayed as to his bodi- 
y Seng fo as be could not podlibly ſubſiſt alone 
N under ſuch a weighty Charge ; aud it would be a 
' [| great Hardſhip, by overburdening bim in his odd 
Ma. Age, to depriveuhis Place of the Benefit of, his 
\ [Miniſtry during the ſinall 7 * 52 his 5 
I ite among us: „ That, tho” Mr Wilſon ms 
2... pen not to bw 142 in Cale £0 viel oy 2 
ati. ence required of him b the Act of the late ON 5 
e Off neral A embly, we humbly conceive; tha 0 15 the 
g. Reverend Commiſſion ſhall be pleaſ Mt 1 8 = 
this ſhew Lenity and Sympathy to 1 = us ig. - 
Mr. and his preſent Situation, as to delay proceeding 
Fir- to the Execution of the Sentence agal him, 54 A 
dangerous Conſequence could — to the Church „ 
or Judicatories thereof, and poſſibly ſuch Lenitʒ- 
may happily Free dcy the anelancholly Circumftan- 
ces wherewith that Affair threatens this Place. 


Wun⸗- ty, it therefore pleaſe the very Rocirned Commiſſis, 


ught #15 0 #heir Clemency to Mr.” Wilſon,” and Sympathy-to 
lica- 1 Burgh, to agree to delay the Aﬀair concerning bim. | 1 
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"upon the Prelpect of ther fatal 
quences that may follow If any ſevete Sen. 
thould" pas Mr. Erskine and hi 
1 by no Means do we ſet up 
y or vindicate any irregular Steps theſe Bre. 
| 2 may have taken, or any Thing in them thi 
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